
Message from the Associate Dean of Students and                        
University TRIO Director 

 
 
  
Dear Colleagues, Supporters, Partners, Faculty, and Friends: 
 
I am delighted to share with you the latest edition of the University of 
Illinois at Urbana-Champaign TRIO McNair Scholars Undergraduate 
Research Journal of Abstracts. The young scholars have worked with a 
faculty or research mentor to learn how to develop and implement      
quality and relevant research in their respective fields. The scholars’ 
research is the result of applying creative ideas to research questions 
using systematic and rigorous methods of established research                  
protocols in the STEM fields, the social sciences, and the humanities. 
  
The TRIO McNair Scholars Program is a federally-funded program that 
provides research opportunities to first-generation, low-income, and 
underrepresented undergraduates to prepare them for graduate 
schools, faculty positions, and research careers. By combining under-
graduate research with mentoring and academic support services, the 
program paves the way to graduate school for students who are          
underrepresented in higher education. Since 1990, the program has 
been an important asset and contribution to the research culture on the 
campus. More than 400 students have benefited from services and   
opportunities. More than 60 percent of our scholars are typically accept-
ed into graduate schools each year and over 70 scholars have attained 
their Ph.D. or other doctoral degree since 1990. 
  
We are very proud of the success of our scholars and alumni/ae schol-
ars. We envision them as leaders in their respective fields. Congratula-
tions to the McNair scholars and their mentors. I also extend my appre-
ciation to the McNair staff for their dedication and for helping the next 
generation of scholars, scientists, faculty, and leaders achieve success. 
 
With warm regards, 

 
Wallace Southerland III, Ph.D. 
 Associate Dean of Students and Project Director 
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Examining Study Abroad Participation in                      
I-Promise Students: Preliminary Study on Why 
Minority Students Don’t Study Abroad 
 

Jennifer Aguayo, Community Health 
Research Mentor: Nicole Lamers 
 
Abstract 
 
 
Overall, study abroad participation rates have steadily increased 
across higher education institutions, however, the majority of the 
participating population is persistently Caucasian females. This 
project seeks to understand how Illinois Promise (I-Promise) stu-
dents’ decision against studying abroad is influenced by their 
race or socioeconomic status. Illinois Promise is a scholarship 
awarded to students considered to be the most disadvantaged in 
society. Despite I-Promise’s transferability of financial aid, not 
many I-Promise students are studying abroad. This qualitative 
study will survey I-Promise students and then purposefully sam-
ple minority (African-American, Native-American, Latino, and 
Asian-American) students for in-person interviews. Implications 
for this study include gaining insight on the social influences that 
might exist in a minority student’s decision to study abroad. As 
the gap in minority participation in study abroad continues to wid-
en, it is hoped that this study will increase understanding of why 
racial disparities exist in study abroad participation. Higher edu-
cation policy may benefit from understanding this and ultimately 
contribute to the increase in minority participation in study abroad 
programs.  
 

 

 

University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign 

12 | Jennifer Aguayo                TRIO McNair Research Journal 


